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Chapter 1: Be Ready
“You also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” (Matt 24:44)

FACTS!
There are facts we all believe in. Example:
1. We know that God exists; Creator of the world; He is the reason for our existence,
salvation and eternal life.
2. That God created Adam and Eve from the dust of the earth. “And the LORD God formed
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;
and man became a living being.” (Gen 2:7)
3. “The LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom
He had formed.” (Gen 2:8)
4. “And out of the ground the LORD God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food.” (Gen 2:9)
5. “The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil.”(Gen 2:9)
6. “Now a river went out of Eden to water the garden” (Gen 2:10)
7. “And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took
one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. Then the rib which the LORD God
had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man.”(Gen
2:21-22)
8. “This is now bone
of
my
bones
And
flesh
of
my
flesh”
She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.” (Gen 2:23)
9. “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and
they shall become one flesh. (Gen 2:24)
10. “And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.” (Gen
2:25)
How did God deal with Adam and Eve after they sinned?

NEW NATURE AFTER SIN
1. Our first parents sinned: When the serpent tricked Eve with her cunning and said, “the
day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil.”(Gen 5:3)
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2. “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to
the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She
also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.” (Gen 3:6)
3. “And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God
among the trees of the garden.” (Gen 3:8)
4. “Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?” (Gen 3:9)
5. “So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked;
and I hid myself.” (Gen 3:10)
6. So God asked him, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the
tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?” (Gen 3:11)
7. “Then the man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the
tree, and I ate.” (Gen 3:12)
8. “So the LORD God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, You are cursed
more than all cattle And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you shall
go, And you shall eat dust All the days of your life.” (Gen 3 :14)
9. “And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her
Seed;
He
shall
bruise
your
head,
And you shall bruise His heel.”(Gen 3:15)
And that was fulfilled in the cross of our Lord Jesus. He “bruised Satan”. Also Satan
made the Jews bruise Jesus by brutally crucifying Him so that His heels bleed.
Thus:
1. Creation was completed
2. Sin started
3. Promise of salvation and redemption
4. That is what the Lord of glory fulfilled by His: incarnation, crucifixion, redemption,
resurrection and ascension; all for our sake.
5. He sent to us the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; and established the holy Church, the
vessel of salvation and redemption.
6. He promised us His glorious Second Coming, “He will come with His Father’s glory
and reward each one according to his deeds.” (Liturgy)
7. We all cry out, “Let it be according to Your mercy, O Lord, and not on account of our
sins”
8. We are saved by: our faith, repentance, confession, spiritual guidance and the Holy
Sacraments: “We abide in Christ and Christ abides in us and thus we have everlasting
life.”
For this all the faithful Christians ensure they receive the holy Body and Blood of Christ
from the time of their baptism (Which should not be delayed unless for extenuating
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circumstances and under the guidance of the church father). Thus all will abide in the
Lord and the Lord abides in them. “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides
in Me, and I in him.” (John 6:56)

GETTING READY FOR THE SECOND COMING OF OUR LORD
The Church teaches us the importance of preparing ourselves to receive the blessed Body and
Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, “Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the
Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.” (1 Cor 11:27)
Preparation involves the following aspects:
1. PREPARATION THROUGH FAITH

“For if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”
In the Old Testament, when Moses asked God of His name , “And God said to Moses, “I AM
WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to
you.’ ” In Greek EGO EMI: I am the essence of existence.
So we believe that God is ONE, creator of heaven and earth, and in His promises in the Old
Testament that were fulfilled in the New Testament. The Lord’s incarnation, redemption,
resurrection, ascension, second coming, and everlasting life; all are beliefs that we repeat
several times during the Liturgy, rites and Church prayers. We also believe that He is the same
God both in the New and Old Testament; ‘The Old Testament is revealed in the New
Testament; and in the New Testament is hidden the Old Testament” As we were taught by the
Old Church Fathers.
Thus, we believe that both the Old and New Testaments are one Book and one inspiration.
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim 3:16) “but holy men of God spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Spirit.” (2 Pet 1:21)
In this age, some denominations, undermine the holiness of the Old Testament or some of its
Books ignoring that, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim 3:16)

2. IMPORTANCE OF DOGMA

We learn in our church (especially in St Mark Festival) the importance of:
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-

Understanding Coptic Orthodox Dogma and protecting it from heresies, and how to
respond to modern deviations.
- Presenting an explanation of dogma in an interesting manner; suitable to all different
ages, ensuring our sons and daughters are warned against the different heresies,
which is trying to ruin our Coptic Orthodox doctrine.
So we need to:
UNDERSTAND THE TRINITY: and learn the differences between our belief and beliefs
of other denominations; and the sound understanding to Christian unity. The role of
Nicene Council in reaffirming the faith and setting the Creed and other beliefs that
were ‘delivered to the saints.” (Jude 1:3) And we have to honestly pass it to the future
generations. All these are of extreme importance, which is studied during the festival.
OUR COPTIC ORTHODOX BELIEF:
1. SOUND DOCTRINE: according to the holy Bible and tradition. Stressing the
importance of certain topics such as: the sacraments, intercession, prayers for
the departed, fasting, feasts etc.…
Our Church is proud, by God’s grace, that she has presented the renowned
Christian logicians, who embraced the Christian faith and the true doctrine;
reaffirmed the Creed and Christian beliefs in a meticulous style that was
admired by the whole Christian world. The agreement between the Two
Orthodox Families on what Kyrolous the Alexandrian declared, “one nature to
the incarnated God” is the reason of their unity.
Our Coptic Church is the most meticulous church in the world.
2. UNCHANGEABLE DOCTRINE: That means that our doctrine is consistent, it
does not lean to the right or left. It started from the Apostolic Era up until our
present time; in a straight route; without the least deviation. Some deviated to
the right others to the left; if they examine the source of the Orthodox faith, it
will set them straight. We are not boasting about ourselves, but because we
didn’t drift right or left.
3. THOROUGH DOCTRINE: It does not exaggerate on one issue and dismiss the
other. We find, for example, that both work and faith are equally discussed.
Saint Mary is venerated at the same time is not lifted up to divinity. The Bible
is read and all are allowed to meditate on what is written. However, it does not
give the freedom to individuals to freely interpret what is written. It gives
priesthood honour and authority, without limiting the right of the
congregation to participate in the Church’s decisions. It talks about grace and
also about struggle. Thus Christianity is comprehensively and thoroughly
portrayed by the Orthodox Doctrine.
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4. BIBLICAL DOCTRINE: The Coptic Church is a Traditional Church that believes in
the importance of Church tradition. And that the Bible itself is a traditional gift
and part of tradition. The Church also believes that the Holy Bible sets all
decisions on believes, doctrine or tradition. Thus, all our Church beliefs are
Biblical. There are hundreds of verses on Sacraments, intercession, tradition,
honouring the Virgin Mary, anointing of the sick with Chrism, priesthood and
the Altar…etc
No doubt that our Coptic Orthodox doctrine is the right understanding of the
Holy Bible. We do not mean to be fanatic; but it is how we received it from the
Apostles without adding or changing. That was how our forefathers lived and
we study their lives, their sayings and their interpretations of the Holy Bible
and their beliefs and we find that we are following the same route.” Remember
those who [rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose
faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.” (Heb 13:7)
If we dig deep to the essence of history, and try to understand the behaviour
of our forefathers, we will raise our hands to God glorifying our Lord Jesus
Christ for building God’s kingdom. “Some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty.” (Matt 13:23)

3. SPIRITUAL PREPARATION

God placed a spirit in man to connect him with God through faith. Be
careful not
to quench that element in your life due to spiritual negligence. Therefore, the Church is
careful to guide her children by constant spiritual nurturing through prayers, fasting, the Holy
Bible, spiritual meetings, service, daily praises etc.… She also instils in them the life of giving
and sacrifice, bearing up with temptation and tribulation for the sake of Jesus and the Church.

4. CHURCH PREPARATION

Steadfastness in the Church life and in the Coptic identity: your person, your family, and
congregation. Thus all children and youth should be acquainted with the Church History, and
what was written by our great Forefathers who preserved the faith like Pope Athanasius the
Apostolic - Pope Kyrolous the Great – Pope Discorous & Pope Shenouda.
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Tradition is the translation of life. Our glorious Church has a live Tradition that is satisfying to
our minds, hearts and spirits. Tradition in the Church is the vessel for the doctrine. The Church
doesn’t not only present an educational content with every Tradition, but also it is our mind,
heart and spirit’s expression to the meaning of that Tradition in our life. It is also expressed
by the relationship between the earthly, and the heavenly. Primarily, in its midst is our Lord
Jesus Christ, who is the Head of the Church and her heavenly Groom.
5. PREPARATION FOR SERVICE

A Church servant has to have certain qualities; He/she should be adhering to all Church
dogmas; walking in the right path in his daily life. The most important fact servants should
know is that service is not only giving but it also include gaining a lot from serving others. “The
generous soul will be made rich, And he who waters will also be watered himself.” (Prov
11:25) Consequently, a servant is the one who actually benefits. While the one who does not
serve is like a well with static water.
There are different methods of service as outlined by our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Bible:
Teaching Service, Visitation Service, Prayer Service, Love Service etc.…
While a person who does not serve cannot renew him/herself but remains spiritually static.
Therefore, all should serve as much as he/she is capable for the glory of God and in developing
our personal lives as well as building the Kingdom of God.

6. PREPARATION FOR EVERLASTING LIFE

Our daily aim is: “And we look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come”
The effort of any Christian will end at the point of harvesting at the Lord’s Second Coming,
publicly “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him” (Rev 1:7) Contrary to
His first coming, when He was born humbly of the blessed Virgin Mary, concealing His divinity,
for our salvation. “For had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.” (1
Cor 2:8) The Second Coming will be “in His glory” (Mat 25:31) in an obvious way, “brightness
of His coming.” (2 Thes 2:8 ) If His first coming was for salvation, the Second coming will be
for judgment.
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Consequently, it is a great responsibility for each Christian to pay particular attention to
his/her daily walk, regular confession, and spiritual vigilance, waiting and ready for the end
of the world or the end of life.

We then conclude with:
PREPARATION IN OUR DAILY LIFE

Many ask on various matters: Is this a sin or not?
St Paul answers this principle for our daily edification:
1.” All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are lawful for me,
but I will not be brought under the power of any.” (1 Cor 6:12)
2. “All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me,
but not all things edify.” (1 Cor 10:23)
There are three principles for our daily life: I ask myself in every circumstances or action taken:
1. Is this suitable for a son/daughter of God?
2. Does this matter edify me and my family, my church and my country?
3. Will this matter affect me personally and I become a slave to it? E.g. smoking, drugs,
alcohol or lust!
Accordingly, I take my decision of leading a life that edifies me spiritually, for the sake of
myself, my family, my Church and my country; rejecting any temptation that surrounds
me and anything against my Christian faith, the Holy Bible, or our doctrine. Pay great
attention not to be led by the negative effects of the social media, internet, and all sort of
addiction: drugs, Media, mobile, and lust, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished
the race, I have kept the faith.” (2 Tim 4:7)
May God protect us and help us to live according to His will.
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Chapter 2: A Panoramic View Of The Book
Of Revelation
My dear servant…The topic of this year’s Festival is: “You also be ready” (Matt. 24:44).
We found it essential for us to know more about the Heavenly Jerusalem as we struggle on
earth. We also want to learn how to conquer and achieve victory in this year’s journey and
become aware of the Divine promises that awaits those who conquer this world and the
wars of the devil.
We also learn about the struggle between the church and the world, and how the church
must always win at the end.
That will all become clear in a brief study of The Book of Revelation. Our church loves The
Book of Revelation, and it has a special night dedicated to it, next to the tomb of the
Saviour, on the night of Saturday of the Light and Joy [Abo-Calapsis = the Revelation].
This book is the only prophetic book in the New Testament. It predicted future matters that
actually happened through history, besides other events that have not occurred yet.
The book also explains to us, in a symbolic way, the landmarks of the way of the church and
consequently, the way of the believer or the faithful, from earth to heaven. It also tells us
that there are persecutions and different powers that are going to fight against the church
of Christ all through its journey on earth. However God’s promise is more firm than a
mountain:
“On this rock I will build My Church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it”
(Matt. 16:18).
This eternal book explains this verse and confirms this promise. The following are key points
to study in the book and presents some questions that we always ask when we study any
book:
A.
Who wrote this book? John, the son of Zebedee (John, the Beloved). He wrote this
book according to a Divine revelation during his exile on the island of Patmos, Greece. That
was an order from the Emperor Domitian who found out that the boiling oil did not affect
St. John, therefore he decided to banish him, hoping to silence the voice that was left from
Christ’s disciples and finish off Christianity.
St. John grew up in wealthy family in Galilee. He was in Bethesda and became a disciple of
John the Baptist, the greatest among those born of women. He then left him and followed
Jesus, the Beloved.

10

B.

Evidence that he is the one who wrote the book:
Some try to reject the idea that St. John, the son of Zebedee, is the one who wrote
The Book of Revelation. They think that there is a difference in the style between the
Revelation and the Gospel. Adding to that, the writer of the Revelation stated his
name five times while St. John did not do the same, neither in the gospel or in the
epistles. But there is undisputable evidence that the one wrote the Revelation is
John, the son of Zebedee:

C.

1.

The Apostle stated his name here five times, to confirm that he was known to
those, to whom the book was sent.

2.

It was necessary to record the name because the Revelation is different from
the gospels and the epistles. It is a book that does not record a date or
respond to enquiries. Rather, it predicts events that would take place in the
future.

3.

The writer of Revelation used the expression “The Word of God” the “logos”
that is used in John’s Gospel. It is an expression that he alone used (Rev.
19:13).

4.

In his revelation, he spoke about the Lord being pierced (Rev. 1:7). He is the
only Gospel writer who recorded the event of the Lord’s side being pierced
with a spear (John 19:34).

To whom was it written?
It was written for the persecuted Christians in Asia as the Roman Emperors
persecuted them. It was also written to all the Christians generally and to the church
at all times.

D.

Where was he when he wrote it?
St. John the Beloved wrote it while in exile, from the island of Patmos.

E.

When was it written?
About the years 94-96 AD. St. John the Beloved was the only disciple from the twelve
who was still alive till the end of the first century AD.

F.
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Why did he write it?

St. John the Beloved was in exile on the island. It was a Sunday, the day of the Lord,
and he missed the children, the service and the holy mass. He was in exile and his
children were being persecuted while he was far from them… From behind him, he
heard a great sound, like that of a trumpet, saying:
“I am the Alpha and the Omega” (Rev. 1:8), “What you see, write in a book and send
it to the seven churches which are in Asia” (Rev. 1:11). He wrote to comfort his
children who were being persecuted in Asia Minor.
G.

The Book of Revelation is a prophetic and a cipher book:
No other book in the Holy Bible depicts and explains as The Book of Revelation.
Anyone who tried to explain it was following a special method on which his
explanation was based. The reason for that is the obscurity of this mysterious book,
as it is:
1.

A prophetic book: It talks about future events, therefore they are surrounded
by obscurity, such as it is with any prophecy. Those who know about these
prophecies do not understand them. They are like shadows, waiting for the
sun to shine, when the prophecy is fulfilled.

2.

A cipher book: It has been sent by someone persecuted to the persecuted,
from John in his exile on the island of Palmos to the churches of Asia Minor
that were under the persecution of Domitian the cruel. Therefore, it was wise
for John to write in a cipher style that would be understood by those going
through similar events.

PARTS (OR SECTIONS) OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION
First: The Revelation of messages addressed to the seven churches (the church on earth), chapters
1-3.
St. John sent seven messages to the seven churches. There is a local explanation that means
that the seven messages are sent to the seven churches that are in Asia Minor, each by its
name. And that is acceptable. There is also a spiritual explanation, which means that the
figure seven is the number of perfection, as these messages are sent to the church in
general.
The local explanation… Each of the seven churches represents to us a period of time in the
history of the church, from the beginning to the end. It explains to us what the church is
going to experience in each period…
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1.

The Church Of Ephesus (The Apostolic Era):

Ephesus means the beloved, which he praises: “I know your work and your labour”, but you
have left your first love. It is the church of the apostolic era, but after the martyrdom of the
apostles, heresies occurred. Therefore he reproaches him because he left his first love…
2.

The Church Of Smyrna (Which Means Bitter Or Myrrh - The Period Of The Martyrs):

It means the church that would experience the bitterness of martyrdom… “I know your
works…You will have tribulation ten days”, which means 10 pagan emperors up till
Diocletian.
The devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested…The message
to the church is: “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life” (Rev. 2:10).
3.

The Church Of Pergamos (Which Means Marriage - The Period Of Heresies):

You joined the world, because the period of martyrdom came to an end. So heretics started
to come from within the church and they split the church. Therefore, he said to him: “You
have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam” where Satan’s throne is. The outside
persecution came to an end, but the trouble within started through the heresies, because
the Emperor himself became Christian. The devil did not leave the church, but continued to
fight it from within, through the heresies.
4.

The Church Of Thyatira (Which Means A Theatre):

It refers to the Middle Ages when the Emperor was Christian and submits to the church. The
Pope used to run the church, as if it was a kingdom and it became like a theatre. It was the
age of formality and wealth while the inside was empty. That is because the church
swapped the eternal glory for the worldly glory. For this reason, he called it Thyatira.
5.

The Church Of Sardis (Which Means What Is Left Of Life):

The opening says He who has “the seven spirits” (Rev. 1:4), which means from God and the
Holy Spirit: “He had in His right hand seven stars” (Rev. 1:16). It means that God is the One
who controls the shepherds and the bishops. He describes the condition of the church by
saying that it has acts of formality that give the impression of vitality in its appearance
without real life in its essence. But a few names kept the faith and true life. They are the
ones who deserve to walk with God in white garments, referring to their purity and victory.
The message to the church is to watch and observe itself and the condition of the service in
the church and to strengthen what is left, lest they die. That would be by igniting the fire of
the Holy Spirit in them.
6.
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The Church Of Philadelphia (Which Means Brotherhood Love):

It refers to the ecumenical relationships between the different churches and the
relationship of love among the different Christian denominations.
That happens when they sit together seeking to become close to each other, through
theological dialogues. The aim would be to solve the important historical differences among
them. The aim would be to achieve a Christian unity as required by God: “One Lord, one
faith, one baptism” (Eph. 4:5).
7.

The Church Of The Laodiceans (Which Means Ruled By The People)…(Time Of The
Last Days):

It indicates that in the last days, the people will rule (Laos), and that has already happened
in some countries in the West as some churches and even countries, not only ordained
women for priesthood, but also permitted and recognised homosexuality, claiming it as
democracy and human rights!
The Lord advised the angel of that church by saying: “I counsel you to buy from Me gold
refined in the fire” (Rev. 3:18). That means to possess the rich grace. The “white garments”
means the garments of purity and righteousness, and “anoint your eyes with eye salve”
means Divine enlightenment. He also promise that: “To whom overcomes, I will grant to sit
with Me on My throne” (Rev. 3:21).
We notice here that the end of each message is: “He who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches” (Rev. 2:7, 11, 29, 3:6, 13, 22). It makes it clear that this message
is for all people at all times.
[Important Application: Select the following from the text of each message to each church:
The introduction of the message – the condition of the church – points of strength or
weakness in it – the call and the promise that are given to each church.]

Second: Revelation of the Seven Seals (from Ch.4 to Ch.7):
St. John the Beloved saw the Lord Christ in great glory, like a jasper and a sardius stone.
The jasper is white and the sardius stone is red, “My beloved is white and ruddy” (Song
5:10), a symbol of beauty and sacrifice.
The rainbow around the throne is a symbol of mercy.
Around the throne were twenty-four thrones and on the thrones sat twenty-four elders
(Priests). The number 24 is equal to the 12 tribes of the Old Testament + 12 disciples, the
symbol of the New Testament. Number 12 is a symbol of the organised religion.
“..And before the throne, there were seven lamps of fire burning”, which means that the
Holy Spirit is a burning fire. Number 7 refers to perfection, because the Holy Spirit is perfect,
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fiery and flaming. Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal, a symbol of the
baptistery where we wash and get close to the One who sits on the throne.
“And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes
in front and in back” (Rev. 4:6).
“And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the
back, sealed with seven seas” (Rev. 5:1)
John wept because no-one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, but he heard a
sound saying: “Behold, the Lion…has prevailed” (Rev. 5:5). He searched for the Lion but
found that it was a Lamb and that was God, who is capable of everything. He was the One
who opened the seals.
THE FIRST SEAL: “A WHITE HORSE” (REV 6:1-2):
It refers to the Apostolic period, “And he who sat on it had a bow, and a crown
was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer” (Rev. 6:2).
The white horse indicates that Christianity spread through peace, “And he who sat on it had
a bow” (Rev. 6:2), it is the word of God that enters and pierces the hearts, as a sword with
two edges. “And a crown was given to him” (Rev. 6:2), because the fathers who preached
were given the crown of conquest (or victory).
THE SECOND SEAL: “A HORSE, FIERY RED” (REV. 6:3-4)
This refers to the period of martyrdom. And the one who sat on it was
granted to take peace away from the earth and was given a great sword.
THE THIRD SEAL: “A BLACK HORSE” (REV. 6:5-6)
That refers to the period of heresies, the symbol of darkness. The one who
sat on it had a pair of scales, but he was fake, because he was the symbol
of darkness. Then he heard a voice saying: “A quart of wheat for a
denarius” (Rev. 6:6). It means that the word of God became rare and
people were living in darkness without correct teaching.
“Do not harm the oil and the wine” (Rev. 6.6). The “oil” refers to the grace and the “wine”
refers to the work of the Holy Spirit in the church. Do not fear, O Church, because God is
going to protect you from all the heresies, through the oil of grace and the work of the Holy
Spirit and the effect of the Holy Sacraments.
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THE FOURTH SEAL: “THE GREEN (PALE) HORSE” (REV. 6:7-8)
The “green” colour is a symbol of life, but here it is called death, which means (the period of
the one who claims to give life to people, while in reality he is giving them the poison of
death).
“And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power
was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with the sword, with hunger, with death,
and by the beasts of the earth” (Rev. 6:8).

THE FIFTH SEAL: THE SOULS OF THE MARTYRS WERE UNDER THE ALTAR (REV. 6:9-11)
St. John saw the souls of the martyrs under the altar. They were crying with a loud voice,
saying:
“How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell
on the earth? And a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they
should rest a little while longer, until both the numbers of their fellow servants and their
brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed” (Rev. 6:10-11). Therefore we
always pray for the repose of the souls of those who departed. We ask for the repose and
comfort of their souls, not because they are restless, but because they are anxious and
longing for the day of the Lord. That is when they will be resurrected with luminous bodies
and their rest would be completed.
THE SIXTH SEAL: A GREAT EARTHQUAKE (REV. 6:12-17)
A great earthquake and the sun becomes as black as a sackcloth. The moon becomes like
blood and the stars of heaven will fall, referring to the general resurrection and the last day.
THE SEVENTH SEAL: THE VICTORY OF THE HEAVENLY (THE CHURCH IN HEAVEN) (REV. 7):
A.

The church of the Old Testament (Rev. 7:1-8):

St. John of the Revelation saw an angel ascending from the east and with him the seal of the
living God (from the sun of righteousness). He cried out to the four angels who were
ordered to harm the earth and the sea, and asked them not to do that till the servants of
God are sealed on the forehead. The seal is a symbol of ownership and the forehead, a
symbol of thought. “And I heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and
forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed” (Rev. 7:4).
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The number 144 000 virgins is a symbol for the virginity of the heart. Those who were not
defiled by the world and its corruption. Number 12 is a symbol of the organised worship,
whether in the Old Testament or the New Testament. The number 1000 is a symbol of
abundance, which means that it is a symbolic figure, referring to all the ones who have been
redeemed.
Important Application:
[Search by yourself in Rev. 7: 4 - 8…: What are the tribes that
have been mentioned? Why was the tribe of Judah
mentioned first? Why was the tribe of Dan not mentioned?
Why did St. John of the Revelation also added “the tribe of
Manasseh”?]

B.

The church of the New Testament (Rev. 7:9-17):

Then St. John looked and saw: “A great multitude which no one could number, of all nations,
tribes, peoples and tongues” (Rev. 7:9). That refers to the church of the New Testament, as
the grace and righteousness are plenty, which would save the whole world.
These seven seals show the struggle of the church since the beginning of the Apostolic
period till its victory through the resurrection and eternity. And by that, the second
revelation comes to an end, that is by the revelation of the seals, which mean
proclamations.
Third: The Seven Trumpets (warnings) Rev 8:
It is also considered another struggle between the church and the powers of evil in the
world, during its journey from earth to heaven. Judaism, Paganism, heresies, politics,
followed by a period of loftiness, philosophies such as Communism and existentialism, are
all continuous struggles with the church. But Christianity came out victorious, with the
power of our Lord Christ, the Lion who came from the tribe of Judah, the Redeemer and the
Saviour.
Here, in the revelation of the trumpets, we find that the seventh seal leads us to silence in
heaven, then an angel offering incense, then seven trumpets, which confirms that this
revelation follows in succession and is balanced together. The Revelation describes the
journey of the church from earth to heaven. Therefore we find how the seventh seal leads
to the seven trumpets, following in succession to describe the different struggles.
As for the trumpets, they give us a message of “warnings” that God offers to humanity in
order to repent and turn from their evil deeds:
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First Trumpet: Hail, fire and blood (8: 6-7).
Second Trumpet: A mountain thrown into the sea (8:8-9).
Third Trumpet: A great star fell in the rivers (8:10-11).
Fourth Trumpet: A third of the sun, the moon and the starts were struck (8:12-13).
Fifth Trumpet: A star falling from heaven and the locusts (9:1-12).
Sixth Trumpet: The angels of the Euphrates and the horrible war (9:13-21).
Seventh Trumpet: The church in glory (11:15-19).
Here the twenty-four elders (priests) fall on their faces and worship the Redeemer and give
thanks to Him because: “You have taken Your great power” (Rev. 11:17). And He began to
judge all the people and reward each according to his deeds, and to destroy those who
destroyed the earth and give a heavenly reward to His servants, the prophets and the saints.
Finally: “The temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen in
His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail”
(Rev. 11:19) This means that God would execute His promise to humanity and execute all
His promises and warnings, and each person will bear his own responsibility!
My dear servant, we notice here that each revelation must always end with victory.
Fourth: The Woman, The Dragon And The Two Beasts (Rev.12)
The woman clothed with the sun and the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of
twelve stars: That refers to the Virgin Mary and to the church of the Old Testament and also
more to the church of the New Testament. The vision started by the Virgin then was
completed by the church.
“Clothed with the sun” (the Lord Christ is the sun of righteousness), and “the moon under
her feet” (John the Baptist), and “twelve stars” (the disciples of Christ).
Scene One: This woman, being with child, cried out in labour and in pain to give birth.
Scene Two: A great fiery red dragon (a symbol of blood) with seven heads (a symbol of the
mind and wisdom, referring to the perfection of the devil’s intelligence), and with ten horns
(the horn hits and is violent).
A symbol of man (It means that he was capable of harming all the humans by his deceit.)
And ten horns, like crowns (because he was the ruler of this world). His tail drew a third of
the stars of heaven, (when the devil fell, he dragged with him his soldiers).
Scene Three: The woman was ready to give birth and the dragon stood before her, ready to
devour her child. She gave birth to a male child, the Lord Christ (who was to rule all nations
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with a rod of iron). Yes, the Lord Christ is merciful, but He is also just. And her child was
caught up to God and the dragon was unable to touch Him (a symbol of the Resurrection
then the Ascension). The woman fled into the wilderness, “Is not of this world” (John 18:36),
“You are not of the world” (John 15:19), where there was a place prepared for her by God.
The inspiration here moves from referring to the Virgin, and refers to the whole church. It
means that the church will remain in this world, but God and His angels will support her
(1260 days), which is 42 months, equal to 3 years and a half, which is half of the figure 7, the
symbol of perfection. It means that the struggle is a symbol (the temporary period that is
not complete). It means that the church will struggle with temporary suffering, then after
that, He will take her to heaven.
A war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought the dragon and were victorious.
When Archangel Michael defeated the dragon, the dragon persecuted the woman. But God
gave the woman two wings of a great eagle, which means the power of the grace and the
power of the Holy Spirit, in order to fly to the wilderness, which is the world.
And there, she is nourished for “a time and times and half a time”, symbol of the temporary
time, then she would escape from the trouble of the serpent.
The two beasts (Rev. 13) is a beast came out of the sea and the other beast came out of
earth. We notice here that at the end, the church and the woman defeated the dragon and
the two beasts, and that would always happen.
Fifth: Revelation Of The Seven Bowls (Judgments Of Condemnation - Chapters 15-16).
If we consider the seals as revelations and the seven trumpets as warnings, then the seven
bowls are judgments of condemnation.
“Then I heard a loud voice from the temple” (Rev. 16:1) Finally, we are before a Divine Order,
“Saying to the seven angels, go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth”
(Rev. 16:1). We are before “final judgments” which will happen during the last days.
1.

The First Bowl: When it was poured out upon the earth, a foul and loathsome sore
came up on the men who worshipped the image of the beast. So, when man follows
the beast, he will be attacked by Divine blows in his body, such as the blow with
leprosy in the Old Testament and also the disease that comes as a result of these
days’ digression such as syphilis and AIDS, etc.

2.

The Second Bowl: It was poured out on the sea and the water became blood: And
every living creature in the sea died. Perhaps that means military battles when much
blood flows into the sea. Or maybe it is a reminder of the Lord’s plagues to the
Egyptian, in the Old Testament, due to their stubbornness.
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3.

The Third Bowl: When the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs
and the water became blood as well, refers to the deadly thirst, whether to water or
to the word of God. We notice here that the angel said: “You are righteous, O Lord..
For it is their just due” (Rev. 16:5). The bowls are Divine judgments against the evil
people who shed the blood of the saints, so God made them drink blood instead of
water.

4.

The Fourth Bowl: The angel poured out his bowl on the sun and it scorched people
with fire. But in spite of that, they did not repent, but they blasphemed the name of
God. Whether the meaning of these words is taken literally or in a figurative manner,
they are still “judgments” that came as a result of God’s anger and the stubbornness
of man. Regretfully, stubbornness and blasphemy will continue after this horrible
bowl!

5.

The Fifth Bowl: The angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast and the
kingdom of the beast became full of darkness and the people gnawed their tongues
because of the pain. But in spite of all that, they continued to blaspheme and
refused to repent. Darkness is a symbol of the withering of the beast’s kingdom and
how his glory has extinguished. It also refers to the nature of this misleading
kingdom. As for the tongues, they indicate much pain and anger. Yet they did not
repent!

6.

The Sixth Bowl: The angel poured out his bowl on the River Euphrates and it dried
up. For the river to become dry, it is a symbol for the collapse of Babel, the symbol of
evil that kept God’s children in captivity in the old times. As for the Kings of the East
who are coming, it refers to terrifying wars that will happen at the end of the days,
between the East and the West.
Then John saw three unclean spirits, which means three powers. They are: The
“dragon” (that is the devil), the “beast” (that is the imposter) and “the false prophet”
(they are the servants of the imposter).
They are evil spirits coming from here and there, calling everyone to fight. Then
destruction will come on all in the battle of “Armageddon” (Rev. 16:16), that used to
be the location of a Hebrew war, famous in the Old Testament. Some predict that
Palestine is going to be the location of these fierce battles, because he said: “called
in Hebrew” (Rev. 16:16). The Apostle has been using the cipher style that only the
Apostles would understand when they receive what he wrote.
It brings back to their minds the image of this battlefield, to talk about the war of the
last days. We notice here the sentence: “Behold, I am coming as a thief, Blessed is he
who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked” (Rev. 16:15). It is a
warning to God’s children, asking them to live in spiritual wakefulness, preparing
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themselves for evil days, lest they lose the garment of righteousness, like Adam
when he lost it in the olden days.
7.

The Seventh Bowl: The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air: and a loud
voice came out of the temple of heaven from the throne, saying: “It is done!” (which
means that God’s purpose has reached its end).
“And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great
earthquake” (referring to the end of everything and the dissolve of earth and
whatever was on it) as had not occurred since men were on the earth. Now the great
city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nation’s fell and great Babylon
was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His
wrath” (Rev. 16:17-19), which means that God condemned the power of evil to be
destroyed. That refers to pouring the Divine wrath of God on the evil human beings
in the last days. And so the evil world comes to an end.
As for God’s children, they are protected and kept in His right hand. We saw them at
the beginning of the last chapter while they were singing the song of Moses, the man
of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying “Great and marvellous are Your works,.. O
King of the saints! Who shall not fear You, O Lord…For Your judgments have been
manifested” (Rev. 15:3-4).

Second: Revelation Sixth: Revelation of the fall of Babylon, the Harlot and the King of the
1000 years (Ch.17-20):
The explainers tried their best to interpret “Babylon, the Harlot”, and tried different
doctrines. Some considered the seven mountains to be Rome where it built seven
mountains, and persecuted the Christians during the time of St. John the Apostle. They
considered the seven heads to be of the kings who founded (an established) Rome. They
are: Augustus, Tibarios, Kaligola, Calodios, Niro, Fasbasian, Pontius and the eighth is
Domtian, the one who persecuted St. John the Beloved. But we can see that the general
spiritual explanation that we feel comfortable with, includes all the powers of evil that stand
against Christ and His children, in all its forms. The Apostle used Babylon as a metaphor,
borrowed from ancient history, as Babylon subdued and humiliated the children of Israel
and were kept in exile for seventy years. “Then one of the seven angels who had the seven
bowls came, and talked with me, saying to me, ‘Come, I will show you the judgment of the
great harlot who sits on many waters’” (Rev. 17:1).
We notice in the previous chapter that “Great Babylon was remembered before God, to give
her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath” (Rev. 16:19). As for now, the final
judgment has been issued and the angel showed St. John the picture of Babylon the harlot
before it was demolished. So, what is he going to see? The angel has called her “great”, due
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to her extreme evil power over people. And she was called “the harlot” because she made
people deviate away from God.
“Who sits on many waters” (Rev. 17:1), a symbol of the many nations that yield to its evil
authority and destructive temptation…”
“With whom the kings of the earth committed fornication” (Rev. 17:2), that refers to the
luxury living and materialism which sometimes makes people stray away from God.
“The inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication” (Rev. 17:2).
So sin is like wine that man enjoys for a short while, then discovers that it destroyed his life.
The saints rejoiced, (while the kings of earth and the merchants lamented for the
destruction of Babylon) and heaven rejoiced and so did the Apostles and the saints and the
prophets and all God’s children, because the Lord judged evil and the evil doers.

Seventh: The Church That Is In Heaven (21-22):
Chapters 21 (the heavenly city), and 22 (concluding comments):
We come now to the conclusion of this precious chapter. The struggle came to an end, with
all its consequential pictures and revolving rounds.
The seals and their declarations, the trumpets and their warnings, the bowls with their
judgments, the struggle between the woman and the dragon and the beast and the false
prophet all came to an end. Finally, Babylon fell, the great adulteress city that persecuted
the saints. Everyone enjoyed complete comfort, after the devil was condemned to
everlasting torment.
What does the new world look like? The image of the heavenly Jerusalem that our souls
long for. We always prepare ourselves by repentance, purity and struggle. This is the last
revelation, as the church is settled in heaven. So, what are the characteristics of heavenly
Jerusalem?
The heavenly city (Ch.21): This chapter is divided into two parts:
A.

New Jerusalem (21:1-8):
St. John saw “a new heaven and a new earth” (Rev. 21:1). That is because the first
heaven, our sensuous land, has gone and we are now in the world of the spirit. The
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sea also has gone, which was a symbol of the world with its salty water. We are now
in the world of purity and being fully watered. A world of peace and an amazing
serenity. Then St. John saw “New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven” (21:2),
and God “Prepared as a bridge adorned for her husband” (Rev. 21:2). New Jerusalem
is the redeemed church, the group of the faithful who enjoyed the Divine peace
(Jerusalem = the city of peace).
As for being adorned, it refers to the virtues and the fruit of the Holy Spirit that
adorns the souls that have been sanctified, “That I may present you as a chaste
virgin of Christ” (2 Corin. 11:2). Then St. John heard a loud voice from heaven, saying:
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they
shall be His people, and God himself will be with them and be their God (Rev. 21:3).
The expression “dwell” indicates the final settlement in the bosom of God, with a
continual link between them, as He is their God and they are His special people. So
what do you think He will do with them?
1.

Complete comfort, as God will wipe their tears and will make them forget the
pain and the persecution.

2.

Everlasting life because death has gone with no return.

3.

Eternal joy so there would not be any sadness or weeping, or any pain in the
heavenly city of the saints.

4.

A New World, God will make everything new. Yes, all these sayings are true
and faithful:
“These things say the, Amen, the Faithful and True Witness” (Rev. 3:14), “It is
done!” (Rev. 16:17). So we thank God that the period of struggle has ended in
peace, till we reached the outskirts of the city and its feast that has no end.
On the other side, there is a sad picture of the perished “But the cowardly,
unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerors, idolators,
and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death” (Rev. 21:8).

B.

Characteristics of the delightful heavenly Jerusalem (21:9-27):
The angel said to St. John: “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife” (Rev.
21:9). And the angel took John, in the spirit, “To a great mountain” (Rev. 21:10), as
we are here in an elevation, dignity and glory.
“Having the glory of God, her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone,
clear as crystal” (Rev. 21:11). The white jasper is a symbol of purity and chastity.
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“And she had a great and high wall” (Rev. 21:12), a symbol of protection and glory.
“The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb (Rev. 21:14). They are the foundation of spreading
Christianity in the whole world. And by their word and their preaching, salvation was
granted to earth. So the faithful should hold fast to their teaching and never deviate
from them, as the Holy Bible says: “Having been built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone” (Eph.2:20).
“And the construction of its wall was of jasper” (Rev. 21:18), It is a white precious
stone, a symbol of purity. “And the city was pure gold”, because it is eternal “like
clear glass”, a symbol of spiritual transparency, in which they live. The foundations
were adorned with all kinds of precious stones; and their meaning is as follows:
The green jasper: (a symbol of vitality of life),
Blue ruby: (a symbol of the transparency of heaven),
White cornelian: (a symbol of purity),
Emerald: (green like the jasper),
Onyx cornelian: red (a symbol of redemption),
The red cornelian: (because all those in it have been redeemed by blood),
Beryl, the purest of gold: (a symbol of perfection),
Red emerald, like the calm sea: (a symbol of being in order),
The yellow ruby: (a symbol of patience)
The green cornelian: (confirming vitality),
Azure, famous for being firm (a symbol of eternity)
magnetism (or attractiveness).

which is known for its

There was no temple there because Christ is its temple and continual offering, “no sun or
moon there”, because Christ is the sum of righteousness and the everlasting light, so He
gives her light by His glory.
“Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there)” (Rev. 21:25), but her
gates are open for all, “will go in and out and find pasture” (John 10:9).
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Chapter 22: Concluding Observations
“The river of water of life” (22:1-5):
“And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne
of God and of the Lamb.” It is clear here that the words are purely symbolic. It refers to
baptism, our way to God and the Lord’s gift to us.
“And in the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which
bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree were
for the healing of the nations”. The tree is a symbol of the Lord Christ and the twelve fruits
refer to the perpetual satisfaction of all those who follow the Lord (12 is the symbol of the
regular or orderly worship).
“And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and
His servants shall serve Him” (Rev. 22:3), the blood of Christ has washed the land that was
cursed, due to the fall of Adam.
“They shall see His face” (Rev. 22:4), which means “We shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2).
“His name shall be on their foreheads” (Rev. 22:4), a sign of ownership and consecration,
“And there shall be no night there. They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God
gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever” (Rev. 22:5).
The faithful and true words (22:6-7), the angel confirms to St. John that: “These words are
faithful and true” (Rev. 21:5), and “Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this
book” (Rev. 22:17).
God speaks (22:10-16) “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give
every one according to his work” (Rev. 22:12). Theoretical faith is not strong enough because
the devils believe and shudder, but the important thing is to translate our faith to good
deeds.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last”
(Rev. 22:13), because Christ is the centre of the whole history.
The church speaks (22:17) “The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say,
“Come!” And let him who thirsts come. And whoever desires, let him take the water of life
freely.”
Conclusion: “Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev. 22:20). There is nothing better than
that, for the Lord to come and find us ready, and take us to Him. We have struggled for this
hour and longed much for it. And our teacher, St. John of the Revelation and the Beloved,
concludes his precious book by the usual Christian greeting:
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“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”
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Chapter 3: Sanctity Of The Old Testament
There is no doubt that the Christian and the Church believe that the writings of the Old
Testament have been inspired by the Holy Spirit. That is, we believe that those who wrote it
were inspired by the Holy Spirit and not by their own personal will or desire. St. Paul the
Apostle said:
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Timothy 3:16).
And St. Peter the Apostle said: “For prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of
God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21).
The Lord Christ Himself confirmed this in the New Testament. The following are some
examples to prove that.
1: FROM THE SAYINGS OF THE LORD CHRIST
1.

“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to
destroy but to fulfil. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one
jot or one little will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled” (Matthew 5: 17,
18).
Fulfilled here means fulfilling the aim from the Law, which is knowing the Lord Christ
and fulfilling man in order to make the Law. This happens by renewing the nature of
humanity through the Holy Spirit.
It also completes the commandments so, it does not stop at the action itself, such as
adultery or murder, but reaches down to the motives that are hidden behind it such
as lust and spite.

2.

“You search the Scriptures (referring to the Old Testament, at that time), for in them
you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me” (John 5:39).

3.

“Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives”
(Matthew 19:18), and that was taken from Deuteronomy 24:44-47.

4.

“All things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets
and the Psalms. And He opened their understanding that they might comprehend the
Scriptures. Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the
Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day” (Luke 24:44-47).

5.

“The Scribes and the Pharisees said to Him, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from
You”. But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks
after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the Prophet Jonah. For
as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son
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of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh
will rise in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented
at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here” (Matthew 12:3841).
Here, the Lord speaks not only of the Book of Jonah, who some attempted to pass
off as a myth or fantasy, but He was speaking of the Prophet Jonah; the great fish of
Jonah, the calling of Jonah and the people of Nineveh and their repentance. The
symbolism is clear between Jonah and the Lord Jesus Christ.
6.

The Lord also speaks of the Queen of Sheba, who came from the ends of the earth to
hear the wisdom of Solomon, and said: “Indeed a greater than Solomon is here”
(Matthew 12:42). All this is in the Old Testament.

7.

The Lord spoke about marrying one wife and how divorce is only for sexual
immorality. He also turned the matter to its origin when He said: “From the
beginning it was not so” (referring to the fact that divorce had become common and
easy and that Moses allowed them to divorce due to the hardness of their hearts).
And when He spoke of this law He said: “Have you not read (in the Old Testament)
that He who made them, at the beginning ‘made them male and female’, and said,
‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife and
the two shall become one flesh’” (Matthew 19:1-9).
It is clear here that these are all quotes from the Old Testament, and a call to read its
books. Christ says: “Have you not read?!”

8.

The Lord also raised John the Baptist, the last of the prophets of the Old Testament,
to confirm His holiness. He said: “What did you go out in the wilderness to see? A
reed shaken by the wind? But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft
garments? Indeed, those who wear soft clothing are in Kings’ houses. But what do
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet. For this is
he of whom it is written: ‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will
prepare Your way before You. Assuredly I say to you, among those born of women
there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the
Kingdom of heaven is greater than he.’” (Matthew 11:7-11).
It is clear that the Lord used quotes from the prophecies of the Old Testament which
referred to His Divine incarnation and about John the Baptist as His predecessor.
It is also clear that “the least” here could be the Lord Christ Himself (as He was six
months younger than the Baptist). Or it could be the one who believes in the New
Testament as he would not go through hell but would directly enter to paradise,
after the Lord has opened paradise through His cross; the thing that did not happen
with the Baptist, as his soul went through hell, waiting for the redemption and the
Redeemer.
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9.

The Lord said to Peter: “Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He
will provide Me with more than twelve legions of angels? How then could the
scriptures be fulfilled, that it must happen thus?” (Matthew 26:53,54).

These are just simple examples of how the Lord of Glory sanctified the Old Testament; its
books and its prophets, because in the end, He is the Christ of both Testaments. The Old
Testament was a period on the way to the New Testament. And the Holy Spirit is the One
who wrote all the books, protecting those who wrote them from errors.
2: VERSES FROM THE HOLY GOSPELS
This is a flowing river, as the New Testament quoted numerous verses from the Old
Testament in order to confirm the genuine link between the two Testaments. The Old
Testament was the preparation and the groaning; waiting for the Saviour and the
prophecies. As for the New Testament, it was the joy in salvation and the Saviour, in whom
all the prophecies were fulfilled. The following are some statistics about this fact:
A.

The Gospel of our teacher St. Matthew: He quoted 53 times from the Old Testament.

B.

The Gospel of our teacher St. Mark: He quoted 36 times from the Old Testament.

C.

The Gospel of our teacher St. Luke: He quoted 25 times form the Old Testament.

D.

The Gospel of our teacher St. John: He quoted 20 times from the Old Testament.

And I will leave you, dear reader, to read these holy gospels, and record in a special study,
these quotations, and they are as clear as the sun.

The following is a sample from the Gospel of our teacher Matthew:
1:1-17

1:22-23

2:5-6

2:15

2:17-18

2:23

4:4,7,10

4:14-16

5:17

5:21

5:27

5:31

5:33

5:38

5:43

6:29

8:4

8:17

10:40

11:9-10

11:14

12:3-6

12:17-21

12:38-41

12:42

13:17

15:8

16:3-4

17:11-13

18:16

19:3-9

19:17

21:4-5

21:13

21:16

21:25

21:42

22:19-32

22:32-40

22:21-46

26:31

26:53-54

26:56

27:6-10

27:35

27:42

27:46
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3: FROM THE EPISTLES OF THE FATHERS, THE APOSTLES:

The Pauline and Catholic Epistles are full of quotes from the Old Testament, confirming the
strong link between the two Testaments. The following are just examples from one epistle,
the Epistle of St. Paul the Apostle to the Romans:
1.

“To the gospel of God, which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy
Scriptures” (Romans 1:1-2).

2.

“For not the bearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the
lawyer will be justified” (Romans 2:13).

3.

“For ‘The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,’ as it is
written” (Romans 2:24).

4.

“As it is written: ‘That You may be justified in Your words, and may overcome when
You are judged’” (Romans 3:4)

5.

“As it is written: ‘There is none righteous, no, not one’” (Romans 3:10).

6.

“What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh?”
(Romans 4:1).

7.

“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin,
and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned” (Romans 5:12).

8.

“For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he
lives” (Romans 7:2).

9.

“Who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the
giving of the law, the service of God and the promises; of whom are the fathers and
from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came” (Romans 9:4-5).

10.

“As it is written, ‘Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated’” (Romans 9:13).

11.

“For the scripture says to Pharaoh, ‘Even for this same purpose I have raised you up,
that I might show My power in you’” (Romans 9:17).

12.

“As He says also in Hosea: ‘I will call them My people, who were not My people, and
her beloved who was not beloved’” (Romans 9:25).

13.

“Isaiah also cries out concerning Israel: ‘Though the number of the children of Israel
be as the sand of the sea, the remnant will be saved’” (Romans 9:27).

14.

“And as Isaiah said before: ‘Unless the Lord of Sabbath had left us a seed, we would
have become like Sodom, and we would have been made like Gomorrah’”
(Romans 9:29).
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15.

“As it is written: ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense, and
whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame’” (Romans 9:33).

16.

“For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, ‘The man who does
these things shall live by them’” (Romans 10:5).

17.

“For the scripture says, ‘Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame’”
(Rom. 10:11).

18.

“As it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace,
who bring glad tidings of good things!’” (Romans 10:15).

19.

“For Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our report?’” (Romans 10:16).

20.

“Their sound has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world”
(Romans 10:18).

21.

“Moses says: ‘I will provoke you to jealousy by those who are not a nation, I will
anger you by a foolish nation’” (Romans 10:19).

22.

“But Isaiah is very bold and says: ‘I was found by those who did not seek Me; I was
made manifest to those who did not ask for Me.’ But to Israel he says: ‘All day long I
have stretched out My hands to a disobedient and contrary people’”
(Romans 10:20-21).

23.

“What the scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, saying:
‘Lord, they have killed Your prophets and torn down Your altars, and I done am left,
and they seek my life!’ But what does the divine response say to him? ‘I have
reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal’”
(Romans 11:2-4).

24.

“Just as it is written: ‘God has given them a spirit of stupor, eyes that should not see
and ears that they should not hear, to this very day’” (Romans 11:8).

25.

“And David says: ‘Let their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a
recompense to them; let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow
down their back always’” (Romans 11:9-10).

26.

“As it is written: ‘The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away
ungodliness from Jacob’” (Romans 11:26).

27.

“For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has become His counsellor?”
(Romans 11:34).

28.

“Give place to wrath; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay’ says the Lord”
(Romans 12:19).

29.

“For the commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery’, ‘You shall not murder’,
‘You shall not steal’, ‘You shall not bear false witness’, ‘You shall not covet’, and if
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there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely: ‘You
shall love your neighbour as yourself’” (Romans 13:19).
30.

“For it is written: ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every
tongue shall confess to God’” (Romans 14:11).

31.

“As it is written, ‘The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me’”
(Rom. 15:3).

32.

“For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we
through the patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope” (Romans 15:4).

33.

“Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of god, to
confirm the promises made to the fathers” (Romans 15:8).

34.

“As it is written: ‘For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, and sing to
Your name’” (Romans 15:9).

35.

“As it is written: ‘To whom He was not announced, they shall see; and those who
have not heard shall understand’” (Romans 15:21).

36.

“The mystery which was kept secret since the world began but now has been made
manifest and by the prophetic scriptures has been made known to all nations,
according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith”
(Romans 16:25-26).

Imagine, dear reader, all these quotations from the Old Testament and in one epistle. What
should we say then about the other epistles? It is an interesting study that you can do,
especially in the epistles to the Galatians and Hebrews. This would enable you to appreciate
the sanctity of the Old Testament and the genuine link between the Old and the New
Testaments.
For that reason, it was natural for the Apostle to say to St. Timothy: “From childhood you
have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith
which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:15-17).
Notice here how St. Paul said to St. Timothy: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2
Timothy 3:16).
It is amazing then to see some people who diminish the sanctity of the Old Testament!!
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Didn’t our teacher St. Peter say: “We also have the prophetic word made more sure, which
you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in our hearts; knowing this first, that no prophecy of scripture is of any
private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:19-21).

From the words of St. Peter, we

notice the following:

1.

The words of the prophets
were “made more sure”, which
means they are more sure than the words of humans.

2.

His recommendation to us is to study these words as it is good for us to heed them.

3.

The prophetic word is like a lamp that gives light in a dark place.

4.

It is a preparatory period that leads us to Christ, the Morning Star.

5.

All the prophecies of the Holy Bible are from God and not only some of them.

6.

The will of man is not what urges him to write, but it is the Spirit of God.

7.

They are saints who were moved by the Holy Spirit.

After all that, how could we still question the sanctity of the Old Testament?!

4: FROM THE CATHOLIC EPISTLES
A. The two Epistles of our teacher, St. Peter the Apostle: St. Peter the Apostle, quoted
many verses and events from the Old Testament, such as:
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1.

“Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who
prophesied of the grace that would come to you” (1 Peter 1:10).

2.

“The spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified
beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow”
(1 Peter 1:11).

3.

“Because it is written: ‘Be holy, for I am holy’” (1 Peter 1:16). This was taken
from Leviticus 11:44.

4.

The Holy Bible also says: “Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect,
precious and he who believes on Him will by no means by put to shame”
(1 Peter 2:6), referring to Isaiah 28:16.

5.

“Who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not
obtained mercy but now have obtained” (1 Peter 2:10), referring to Hosea.

6.

“For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in God also
adorned themselves, being submissive to their own husbands, as Sarah
obeyed Abraham, calling him Lord” (1 Peter 3:5-6).

7.

“He went and preached to the spirits in prison…in the days of Noah, while the
ark was being prepared” (1 Peter 3:19-20).

8.

“God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and
delivered them into the chains of darkness” (2 Peter 2:4).

9.

“He saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness”
(2 Peter 2:5).

10.

“And delivered righteous Lot” (2 Peter 2:7).

11.

“And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes” (2 Peter 2:6).

12.

“They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of
Balaam” (2 Peter 2:15).

13.

“That you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy
prophets, and the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour”
(2 Peter 3:2).

B. The Epistle of our teacher St. John the Apostle:
“Not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother…” (1 John 3:12).
It is known that our teacher John wrote his epistles defending the human nature of the Lord
Christ which was a true human nature but without sin. He also wrote his Gospel defending
the divinity of the Lord Christ. He wrote that towards the end of the first century, after the
spread of the first three Gospels, St. Paul’s Epistles and the Catholic Epistles, with the many
quotes from the Old Testament. We also noticed his many quotes in the Book of Revelation.
Therefore, there is no correct basis for those who try to describe the method of the two
Apostles, Paul and John, as being different from Peter and James. They all quoted from the
Old Testament. But the topics vary and require a different style. The evidence is in what our
teacher St. Peter said about the epistles of our teacher St. Paul.
“As also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you,
as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things (2 Peter 3:15-16).
That confirms the unity of the apostolic way, and those who try to differentiate between the
apostles are wrong.
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C. The Epistle of our teacher Jude:
1.

The Lord saved the people out of the land of Egypt (Jude 5).

2.

The angels who did not keep their proper domain (Jude 6).

3.

The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Jude 7).

4.

Archangel Michael and how he fought the devil (Jude 9).

5.

The way of Cain, the error of Balaam and the rebellion of Korah (Jude 11).

6.

The prophecy of Enoch (Jude 14-15).

5:

From the Book of Revelation:

We find in the Book of Revelation many quotes and references to the Old Testament, such
as:
1.

“And has made us kings and priests to His God and Father” (Revelation 1:6).

2.

“Every eye will see Him, and they also who pierced Him” (Revelation 1:7).

3.

“You have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a
stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to
commit sexual immorality” (Revelation 2:14).

4.

“Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed” (Revelation
5:5).

5.

The tribes that are mentioned in (Revelation 7).

6.

“The mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets”
(Revelation 10:7).

7.

The woman mentioned in Revelation 12 could be the Jewish nation, however, others
say that it is the Church of the fathers, the prophets, the saints and the apostles. It is
also a symbol of the pure Virgin St. Mary.

8.

“The Lamb standing on Mount Zion” is a symbol of the Church’s victory over the devil
(Revelation 14). Also, the fall of Babylon (who were the people who took the
Israelites captive), is a symbol of the wars of sin and the victory of God’s children.

9.

“The song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb” (Revelation
15:13).

10.

The fall of the New Babylon is a symbol of the Old Babylon that took God’s people
captive (Revelation 18:10).

11.

The New Jerusalem (Revelation 21).
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12.

The Tree of Life (Revelation 22).

After all this, what can we say? There are hundreds and even thousands of quotes from the
Old Testament mentioned in the New Testament. Hence, we cannot be arrogant and
separate the two Testaments, or diminish the sanctity of the Old Testament while the New
Testament is full of its verses and events.
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Chapter 4: The Parables Concerning The
Kingdom Of Heaven
The Parable of the Five Wise and Five Foolish Virgins
“And those who were ready went in with him to the wedding”
“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and
went out to meet the bridegroom. Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish.”
(Matthew 25:1-13)

Jesus was asked about the Second Coming; when would it be? And what are the signs? He did
not give any time or date, but He answered with this parable to help them understand how
will the Second Coming would be like and how to prepare for it. He told the parable of the
ten virgins. Let’s try to understand it and see what we can learn from it.
1. What does the word “parable” mean?
- “Parable” comes from the Greek word “parabola”, which means a simile. Hence, it is, “a
story that demonstrates profound meaning”.
- The parable reflects an image of practical life and also shows a very important spiritual truth.
Teaching using parables provides a simple way to establish information in the mind and it
suits most people.
Jesus’ parables are characterized by their interactive effect and make the person hearing the
parable feel as though they have lived the story and understood it. Suddenly you might find
yourself subject to the same judgement you judged others with once you’ve heard the
parable. Jesus’ parables are based on real life situations and hence, people can relate to them.
The good Teacher presents lessons that suit the listener and are from their life.
When we want to understand one of Jesus’ parables we need to understand the
circumstances in which the parable was told. We need also to know the customs and
traditions at that time.

2. The circumstances in which the parable was told
Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday as a King riding on a donkey. The people cried out
saying, “Hosanna (save us) to the Son of David! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of
the LORD!’ Hosanna in the highest!” (Matthew 21:9). He entered the temple and cleaned it
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from sellers and money changers saying, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of
prayer,’ but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’” (Matthew 21:13). The next day He
entered the temple and said, “Not one stone shall be left here upon another that shall not
be thrown down.” And when the disciples asked, “when will these things be? And what will
be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:2-3), Jesus told them
the signs of destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem then the signs of His Second Coming. As
for when? He said nobody knows. And as for how? He told the parable of the ten virgins, the
wedding ceremony, which was derived from nature and from Jewish traditions. Jesus told
this parable to demonstrate highly spiritual concepts.

3. The story of the parable
Jesus starts the parable by saying that there were ten virgins gathered together in their
friend’s house who was getting married, and they each had their lamps with them. The
bridegroom was late so all the virgins slept and the oil in their lamps ran out. There were
five wise virgins who had with them extra oil to keep their lamps lit in case the bridegroom
was late. While the other five (whom Jesus called foolish) were satisfied with what they had
of oil in their lamps, as they were hoping that the bridegroom would come early while their
lamps were still lit.
Finally the bridegroom came with his friends, “a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is
coming; go out to meet him!’” (Matthew 25:6). All the virgins quickly woke up and fixed
their lamps, as to get the lamp to light was a process that needed some preparation. The
wise added oil to their lamps, while the foolish virgins discovered that the oil in their lamps
had run out. They tried to borrow from the wise virgins who apologised because the oil
they had was just enough to light their own lamps. So the foolish virgins went out to buy
more oil. They delayed and in the meantime the procession of the bride and bridegroom
arrived to the house of the bridegroom and the door was closed. The foolish virgins arrived
too late to join the ceremony.
Jesus commented on this parable saying, “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day
nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.” (Matthew 25:13).
Nobody knows the time of Jesus second coming, yet the wise person must be
ready.

4. The features of a wedding in Palestine
Weddings during Jesus’ days were great events that were celebrated with great ceremony
and they lasted for few days. On the day of the wedding, the bridegroom would come to the
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bride’s house in a great procession with his friends. The bride and her bridesmaids would be
ready, waiting for the bridegroom’s arrival. If it became dark, the bridegroom’s procession
had torches to light the road, while the bridesmaids would carry lamps that they lit with oil
to give light to the entrance of the bride’s house. Then the whole procession
(the bride, the bridegroom, the bridesmaids and the groomsmen) walk through
the streets on their way back to the bridegroom’s house singing.
Usually the bridesmaids would be virgins and they would carry small lamps
that were lit by oil. They carried vessels filled with oil to refill the lamp if
the oil ran out especially since the waiting period until the groom’s arrival
was unknown and the distance of procession afterwards could be quite
long. Five of the bridesmaids neglected this procedure and their lamps were
turning off when the groom arrived at midnight.

5. Explanation of the parable
The Lord started the parable with the word “then” after He finished talking about the signs
of the Second Coming. This indicated that the topic of this parable was very significant. Each
listener needs to determine whether they belong to the wise or to the foolish virgins and to
know whether his/her portion will be inside the kingdom of heaven or outside it.
-

-

-

-

39

The bridegroom: symbolised Jesus
The virgins: symbolised the believers in the Church. St. Paul spoke about the Church
in general not only about virgin ladies, “For I have betrothed you to one
husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ” (2Corinthians 11:2).
Each person who keeps his/her senses (eyes, ears, tongues, hands, nose) pure is
called (a virgin).
Ten: A number that symbolises perfection and represents the whole Church which
was baptised and was anointed by the Holy Myron.
The wise virgins: Those who filled their hearts with faith and good deeds.
The oil: St. John Chrysostom explained that oil symbolises good and holy deeds,
which distinguish true faith from dead ones. The believer through the Holy Spirit
presents his/her sanctified senses to the bridegroom, “faith working through love.”
(Galatians 5:6).
The foolish virgins: Those who left the heart empty and forgot about the fact that
the Lord is coming. They were too occupied by the love of the world. They were
named Christians while their hearts were free of love. They quenched the Spirit.
Slumbered: Forgot that the Lord is coming and indulged in the world. Slumber is
weakness and laxity, being careless about eternity.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Slumbered and slept: indicates spiritual death caused by sin. The soul was relaxed
and did not strive.
Lamps: Symbolise our lives. There are some whose lives are luminated and become
light to the world. And there are some who indulge in the lusts of the world, who are
subject to the power of darkness.
Midnight: The bridegroom arrived at midnight, at an unexpected time, when people
were the least ready. We notice here that the New Testament stresses on the night
in many verses that talk about the Second Coming (Luke 12:39-40, Matthew24:4344, Luke 12: 20, Mark 13:35-36, Thessalonian5:2), But the day of the Lord will come
as a thief in the night” (2 Peter3:10).
A cry: The voices of angels with the final trumpet calling the righteous to salvation
and the unrighteous to judgement. The cry surprises everyone, declares the
dominion of the kingdom of God over the world, and the establishment of this
kingdom utterly in the end of ages. It resembles the cry of the angel in
(Revelation14:15).
The sellers: Jesus Christ is the only source, he gives freely (John7:37-39, Revelation
3:17-18, Revelation 22:17, Isaiah 55:1). Jesus has the means of grace and they are
free, the most important thing is to move forward to take them. There is no other
chance to take from this free gift but while we are still on earth. The foolish virgins
wanted to buy oil when it was too late, after the arrival of the bridegroom.
The coming of the bridegroom: the bridegroom comes suddenly in the Second
Coming, “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the
heavens will pass away with a great noise” (2 Peter3:10).
The Lamps of the foolish virgins went out: The foolish virgins deceived themselves,
they depended on the promises or on the thought that they can be filled at any time.
The image of piety is revealed and won’t last, those who neglected the grace of
God’s Spirit will be revealed under the light of the Lord. The foolish virgins finally felt
that there was no oil in their lamps. They did not know what to do. Why couldn’t
they accompany the bride with the virgins whose lamps are lit. It is clear that the
distance of the procession was very long and that they needed more oil.
Give us from your oil: They went to the wise virgins, their request was rejected.
There is no one who can fill me, this depends on my personal strive, there is no other
way but to ask our Lord Jesus Christ (John 7:37-39, 2 Timothy1:6).
Not enough for us and for you: There is no one who has enough holiness to benefit
themselves as well as another person. Each one will give account on oneself, as the
apostle says, “will render to each one according to his deeds” (Romans 2:6). In the
past times, those who believed in “the extra virtues of the saints heresy” were led to
the sale of indulgences and other wrongs.
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-

-

-

I do not know you: what happened with the virgins was simply a continuation of
their practice on earth. The wise virgins were enjoying the new life, life of
communion and unity practiced on earth with the bridegroom, while the foolish
virgins did not know the bridegroom, they lived on earth outside the gates of
communion, even though they had the image of life of worship.
The door was shut: The righteous could not exit, the unrighteous could not enter.
The bridegroom who would care for the bride, standing at the door, as a guard on
the door of the Kingdom of heaven, he was the only one who noticed the late
virgins, he did not receive them, but send them away saying, ”I do not know you”,
he deals with them as the judge at the end of days.
Contemplation of the fathers: The ten were virgins, they went apart according to
their deeds. The Lord blessed the wise ones as they wisely strived and filled their
lamps and vessels of oil and there was plenty. The foolish virgins were lazy, they did
not understand to establish their lamps, so when they all got up to meet the groom,
their lamps went out at the wedding, they did not attend the arrival of the groom,
while the wise ones went in and the lazy stood outside (the commentary of the sixth
hour of Wednesday eve of the holy passion week.)

6. The Parable of the virgins in the church rite
The Church reads this chapter of the Bible:
1. In the first service of the Midnight Prayer – which reminds us all that the reason we
stand up for prayer is that we are waiting for the bridegroom, keen to be one of the
wise virgins.
2. In the sixth hour of Wednesday Eve of Holy Week.
3. On any female saints’ feasts.
7. What is the difference between the wise virgins and the foolish ones?
The true believer is represented by the wise virgins, and the false believer is represented by
the foolish ones. We see from the parable that they were similar in many aspects except for
one; the empty vessels of the foolish virgins, while the wise virgins had vessels full of oil.
The vessel represents the heart. The heart of the false believer does not have oil, this
means the Holy Spirit is not dwelling in it. If the Holy Spirit is not dwelling in the heart, then
Satan must prevail. The Lord says of the true believers who love God, “If anyone loves Me,
he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make
Our home with him.” (John 14:23), it is also written “that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith” (Ephesians3:17).
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8. What does Jesus want to teach us from the Parable of the Virgins?
Remember that life with the Lord is a continuous spiritual joy. Here His kingdom is like a
wedding ceremony. St John the beloved described heaven in Revelation as “New Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”
(Revelation21.2). God accepts who accepts His invitation and considers them in the kingdom
of His ceremonies, thus:
1. Beware of superficial worship: the church is like a great ship full of believers. Sailing on
the sea of the unfaithful world, fishing from here and there, some believers and some
nonbelievers, after a long journey, it enters the harbor, puts down its sail to be safe from
the storms, and reaches the shore. Thus, St Matthew cried out asking us to be careful.
Evil may be in the ship, the sons of the kingdom of God could perish if they neglected
being ready for the coming of Jesus. They will be sent away from the wedding like the
foolish virgins. We should not deceive ourselves with external appearances of worship.
There were similarities between the ten virgins, and also between the wise man who
built his house on the rock and the foolish one who built it on sand. The difference is
revealed at the time of the test (Matthew 7:24-27).
2. Be watchful, time is short: That was the attitude of the virgins on the beach of eternal
kingdom. They had to lay aside many concerns which harden the heart. St. Paul teaches
us that, “the time is short, so that from now on even those who have wives should be as
though they had none” (1Corinthians 7:29). It is not enough to be a Christian, like the
ten virgins who were all invited to the wedding.
3. Check ourselves: Are we ready for Christ’s Second Coming? Are we burdened with
worldly matters? There is a difference between the wise and the foolish virgins, a deep
internal difference, which only appears at the time of testing.
4. Do not delay repentance: the foolish virgins could not get oil at the last moment, “that
now it is high time to awake out of sleep” (Romans 13:11). Strive and listen to God’s
voice, who warns you in many ways. If Satan fights you, delaying you from repentance for
any reason, always remember St. Augustine said, “God who promised you forgiveness if
you repented, did not promise you a tomorrow if you delayed it”
5. Avoid lust and worldly pleasures: Many times we indulge in the lusts of the flesh, thinking
we will get comfort and benefit, but the time will come when we realise that we were
slaughtering ourselves; let’s work hard and strive now, to live, to conquer and to be
crowned.
6. Desire alone is not enough: Take note that the foolish virgins had the desire to enter but
they did not because they didn’t hear the voice of the Son of God. They did not strive but
slumbered; desire alone is not sufficient. They were wrong when they thought they could
get oil anytime for a simple reason, the soul that is used to recklessness and laxity cannot
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get up so suddenly and strive. Thus the Lord asks us to be watchful, not to be reckless
and to continuously fill our vessels with oil.
7. Our life on earth determines our eternal place: It determines our future; the midnight
cry, “Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’ (Matthew 25:6) revealed
the inside of the virgins, the same cry will reveal what each of us has built in the days
before the Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Finally:
Do you hear God when He calls you? He might gently tap on your shoulder, He might hit you
with His rod of discipline. He sometimes warns you in a low, gentle voice, He might speak to
you in thunder, “The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the
works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.” (Romans13:12). Hence, we
become constantly like the wise virgins, ready for the arrival of the bridegroom, our lamps
filled with oil and are lit, to enter with Him to the eternal wedding, “Watch therefore, for
you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.” (Matthew
25:13).

43

Chapter 5: The Deification Of Man
There is no doubt that nowadays we need a clear path before us with a documented
reference to base our knowledge of the truth on. The Bible is our documented reference to
know God, His will, His plans and to be enlightened by His Holy Spirit, “Your word is a lamp
to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalms 119:105), “For the commandment is a lamp,
and the law a light; Reproofs of instruction are the way of life.” (Proverbs 6:23). Then
comes the delivery of the fathers, which is the way by which the fathers understood the
Bible and delivered it to us as they received it from there fathers who received it from Jesus
Himself. It is a delivery that, “is not according to man.” (Galatians1:11), “And the things
that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who
will be able to teach others also.” (2 Timothy2:2), “But you have carefully followed my
doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance,” (2
Timothy3:10). Thus, we have to be enlightened by what we received from our Fathers the
Saints and their understanding of the Bible.

What does deification mean?
1. Deification: It is the first sin of the angel; the first fall of the rational free creatures. Satan
was an angel from the rank of the Cherubim. Isaiah says “For you have said in your
heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will
also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; I will
ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’ (Isaiah 14:13-14).
2. The lust of divinity: The devil lured the first Adam, who fell, when the devil said to Eve,
“and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:5). The human being
lusted for the glory of the divinity so he lost the glory of the humanity which he had.
3. Deification of man means to be described by divine characteristics: such as being
unlimited, sinless, immortal, filling the earth and the heavens, omnipresent. How could
that be possible?
4. The unity of the divine nature with the human nature: is a unique miracle which has
never happened except for the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ from St Mary and it
will never ever happen again.
5. For instance, we cannot say that the Church has a human nature united by the divine
nature! Since this is mixing between the Church, which is the group of believers who
are considered the bride of Christ (Ephesians 5) and the body of Christ, who was born
from St Mary, and was united with the Divinity in the womb of the virgin through the
Holy Spirit who came upon her to sanctify her.
6. As for the verse, “I said, ‘You are gods.’” (Psalm 82:6); this means God is Holy and is the
Master. We are human beings, we are called gods or lords. Therefore, only God is the
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Lord of lords and Master of masters. The Bible used the word “god” to mean master or
lord, as God said to Moses, “Is not Aaron the Levite your brother? And you shall be to
him as God.” (Exodus 4:14-16), which meant you would tell him what to say to Pharaoh.
7. Also, the verse, “to become like Him” (Philippian 3:21, 1 John 3:2-3), does not mean we
become like God in the divine nature, but rather as He created us from the beginning in
His image. He did not create us in His nature. If He created us in His nature, man would
not have fallen; He created us in His image, in purity, authority over creatures and
nature, free will, ability to reason, creative. This does not mean at all being divine.
8. The sentence, “He took what is ours and gave us what is His), which we pray in the
Friday Tesbeha, means God gave us His characteristics: righteousness, authority to bind
and to loose in priesthood, gave some the ability to perform miracles, He did not give us
divinity. In the same sense, He took what is ours, not in its absolute meaning, He did not
take everything, “He was like us in everything but sin”.
9. The verse, “And the glory which You gave Me I have given them” (John 17:22)
demonstrates that the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ is unlimited. He did not give His
disciples all His glory. This verse might seem to contradict the words of our Lord in Isaiah,
“And My glory I will not give to another” (Isaiah 42:8). The disciples took many glories
such as talents, authority, within the human nature limits that can handle them, He gave
them spiritual human glory.
10. Jesus Christ is the Son of God because He is of the same essence and divinity, eternal
Sonship. We are sons through adoption (Romans 8:15,23), through love (1John3:1),
through faith (John 1:12).
11. In the verse, ‘partake of the divine nature’ (2 Peter1:4), St. Peter says, ‘partake of the
divine nature’ not ‘partners in the divine nature’. There is a significant difference
between the two expressions. ‘Participate in divine nature’ means we participate in
work and will, in building the kingdom of heaven and its heritage, the eternal life, never
partners in the divine nature which means we become like God, omnipresent, unlimited
and eternal. These are not human characteristics but God’s alone. This incorrect way of
thinking is the introduction to the idea of “deification of Jesus’ humanity”, He became
a God. This is mixing between His divinity and His humanity. We pray, ‘His humanity
was united with His divinity without mingling, without changing and without
confusion.
12. Our Lord Jesus Christ did not idolize His body, His body was subject to passion; He died
with His body on the cross. The Divinity did not become humanity, neither did humanity
become divinity, or else one of the two natures would have vanished. On the contrary,
the Divinity remained divine and the humanity remained human, without changing,
without mingling and without confusion.
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13. There is no relation between adoption and deification; we say to God, ‘our Father’ and
at the same time we say, ‘we are Your servants and Your creation’, God is God while
man is man.
14. Resurrection is not partnership in the Divine nature; the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ proves His divinity, because He is the only One who resurrected by His own power,
His own will and His own authority. No one resurrected Him, He rose in a luminous body,
He did not die again and will never die, He is from the beginning and is eternal. While all
human beings who were resurrected, arose by external power and this will be the case
on Judgement Day, it will be through a miracle from God. The eternal life, which God
will give to the believers, is a gift from God, so we do not consider the gift as deification.
We pray in the holy mass saying, ‘bestow on them eternal life’.
15. We thank God for His Incarnation. He gave us a chance of Him dwelling in us, uniting
with us, to sanctify our hearts and make us a holy temple, “Don’t you know that you
yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?” (1 Corinthians
3:16). Through incarnation we became partakers of the Divine nature, the Divinity works
in us the work of gifts, grace, and not partners in the divine nature as some may claim.
16. The Redeemer, through His incarnation and birth from St Mary, returned to man, the
first holy image, in righteousness, wisdom, freedom, and authority over other creatures
and eternity.
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